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1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shear ('594) in 
view of Powell et al. ( c 788). 

Shear ('594) discloses a data base usage metering and protection system and method. 

With regard to claim 1, Shear ('594) provides for a first digital electrical computer system 
comprising a first digital electrical computer connected to a first input device, to a first output 
device, and to a first memory storing a plurality of creator identifiers and creator contact data 
corresponding to each of the creator identifiers (see figure 1 : 100 and 200); a second digital 
electrical computer system comprising a second digital electrical computer connected to a second 
input device and to a second output device, the second digital electrical computer being 
programmed to encrypt database information, the encrypted database information including one of 
the plurality of creator identifiers (figure 1 : 200); a third digital electrical computer system 
comprising a third digital electrical computer connected to a third input device and to a third 
output device, the third digital electrical computer being programmed to read the encrypted 
database information to reveal one of the plurality of creator identifiers (see figure 1 : 300); and a 
network for communicating the revealed one of the plurality of creator identifiers to the first 
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digital electrical computer to obtain the creator contact data corresponding to the one of the 
plurality of creator identifiers from the memory (refer for example to column 1, lines 33-49). 

Although Shear ('594) does not specifically state that the data which is automatically 
downloaded from a plurality of computer sites over the internet is image data with an embedded 
watermark in a digital photographic image, such image data is well known and widely utilized in 
the prior art. 

Powell et al. ('788) disclose a method and system for digital image signal pictures which 
provides for automatically downloading data, including empirical data sets, from a plurality of 
computer sites (refer for example to column 1, lines 12-21 and column 2, line 60 through column 
3, line 17); for each of a plurality of empirical data sets obtained by the downloading operation, 
automatically screening same to identify the potential presence of identification data 
steganographycally embedded therein, specifically an embedded watermark in a digital 
photographic image (refer for example to column 5, line 49 through column 6, line 43); for each 
of a plurality of empirical data sets screened by the screening operation, discerning identification 
data, if any, steganographycally encoded therein (refer for example to column 6, line 44 through 
column 7, line 14); and generating a report identifying steganographycally encoded empirical data 
sets identified by the foregoing steps, and the site from which each was downloaded (refer for 
example to column 1, lines 12-49 and column 5, lines 44-54). 

Given the teachings of the two references and the same environment of operation one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have been led in an obvious 
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fashion to provide for using image data with an embedded watermark in a digital photographic 
image for the image signature as taught by Powell et al. ('788) in the Shear ('594) system since 
both systems are primarily concerned with the usage of and protection of digital data using image 
signatures. This is a routine design choice which fails to patentably distinguish over the prior art 
absent some novel and unexpected result. 

As to claim 2, Powell et al. ('788) provide for the second digital electrical computer being 
programmed to automatically detect for a watermark when an image is first examined by the 
second digital electrical computer (refer for example to column 1, lines 12-49, column 2, line 60 
through column 3, line 17, column 5, line 44 through column 6, line 43). 

In regard to claim 3, Powell et al. ('788) provide for the second digital electrical computer 
being programmed to selectably detect for a watermark when an image is examined by the second 
digital electrical computer (refer for example to column 1, lines 12-49, column 2, line 60 through 
column 3, line 17, column 5, line 44 through column 6, line 43). 

With regard to claim 4, Shear ('594) provides for the network includes the Internet (refer 
for example to column 1, lines 33-49); the watermark includes information identifying a World 
Wide Web site (refer for example to Powell et al. ('788) column 1, lines 12-49, column 2, line 60 
through column 3, line 17, column 5, line 44 through column 6, line 43), and wherein the third 
digital electrical computer system is programmed to load a World Wide Web browser and connect 
to the World Wide Web site in response to the revealed one of the plurality of creator identifiers 
(refer for example to column 1, lines 33-49). 
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As to claim 5, Powell et al. ('788) provide for the watermark includes extended data 
including at least one member from the group consisting of an organization identifier, a 
transaction identifier, and an item identifier (see figures 2, 3 and 5 and refer for example to 
column 1, lines 12-49, column 2, line 60 through column 3, line 17, column 5, line 44 through 
column 6, line 43 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Shear ('508) , (<213) and ('598), Wheeler et al, Rhoads ('292), ('834), ('604), ('763), 
( £ 783) and ('426) all disclose systems similar to applicant's. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jose L. Couso whose telephone number is (703) 305-4774. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 to 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Leo Boudreau, can be reached on (703) 305-4706. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
308-9051 or (703) 308-9052. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-8576. 
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